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Introduction 

The project would be the evolution of INTEL (now on-going, funded by Europe for Citizens in 2010), which was the evolution of “Re-Life”, funded by Europe for Citizens in 2008 and awarded with the Golden Stars Awards in 2009. Both these projects have aimed, and still aim, at offering citizens and civil society organizations an opportunity to reflect, debate and act about the most crucial topics related to ecology and environment in the case of Re-Life, and to sustainable development and social inclusion in the case of INTEL. The main idea was to make people aware and start adopting new and innovative daily practices that may facilitate and promote such values, especially at the grass-root level, through the promotion of local workshops, international event and other multimedia materials.

Now we would like to make this project idea grow and evolve, developing a new project in the framework of “Europe for Citizens 2011”, which would have a focus on the promotion of a “European Lifestyle” through the main idea of “Volunteer Citizen”.
The project would be focused on some main topics, which should represent different declinations of being a “European Citizen”. Obviously, such topics should be key-issues at European level. 
To this day, four main topics have been identify: 
· Volunteer citizen as fair trade consumer;

· Volunteer citizen as inclusive and welcoming (fighting social exclusion);

· Volunteer citizen as active, democratic and participative;

· Volunteer citizen intercultural. 

The main idea is to find Partners that can provide an excellent experience of a good practice promoting such topics, and developed by volunteering-based initiatives. 

MAIN Objectives

- Promoting public participation at the local level, promoting the importance of citizens’ active role in social inclusion and sustainable development practices and policies at the local and European level.

- Fostering reflection and debate on the main issues identified (i.e. fair trade consumption, social inclusion, active citizenship, intercultural dialogue), encouraging the exchange of European good practices to promote an European Lifestyle model.

POTENTIAL Activities 

- study visits in the Partner Countries which have the Excellent Example of Good Practice in the specific topic;
- workshops about the main topics, at least in the Partner Countries having the Good Practice to be shared;
- public events aimed to raise awareness;
- one final international event aimed to collect the experiences;

- sensitisation through dissemination materials.
Partner SEARCHED
We are looking for associations and organizations working on these fields having in his Country an experience which can be considered excellent and based on voluntary work at the same time.  
Description
The Social Cooperative Insieme was founded in 1979 by a group of citizens who was feeling the need to have a deeper discussion and a shared approach on quality of life, specifically focussing on work-related issues, social exclusion and youth disadvantage. According to its statute, the cooperative “does not pursue any profit-making policy; its objective is human promotion, to be achieved through mutual cooperation. 

The Cooperative counts around 90 worker-members and some volunteer-members; there are about 40 places available for individuals taking part in work-integration and support programmes.

The Cooperative Insieme is a recognised social cooperative (according to the Italian Law ex L.381/91) and it is legally defined as Non-profit Organisation for Social Effectiveness.

Together with local municipalities of the Vicenza province, the Social Cooperative Insieme has been promoting initiatives in order to establish and promote the direct contact with citizens. 

The cooperative mission is promoting and developing two fundamental aspects of social cooperation:

· Production activities aimed at the creation of educational programmes for disadvantaged people, through the involvement of such people in work experiences. 

The services provided in these years have been recycling, re-usage and retrieval of materials; such activities have been developed into a work training programme where tasks, schedules, contacts with citizens and the working environment have served as “a mean to develop people working skills and ability to establish social relationships”; 

· Services provided directly to the citizens. This has been possible thanks to the efforts made by the cooperative in order to intertwine with the local community. The cooperative’s market sector, which is the separate waste collection, carries with it a raised awareness on the issue of waste reduction, and contributes to the development of important civil values as the environment protection.

The three matrices environmental, social and educative are strictly interwoven in the whole cooperative working setting.   

Contacts

Ms Anna Olivo
Ms Lara Scantamburlo
E-mail: contact@progettosullasoglia.it
Tel. +39 0444 301065
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